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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments] 


[00:00:54.18] SHANNON GREEN: Today is October 19, 2017, Mount Saint Mary's University, CS] Oral History 
Project, filming at Villa Carondelet. | am Shannon Green, interviewing Sister Carol Brong. 


[00:01:10.09] SHANNON GREEN: Sister Carol, if you could get us started--if you could state your full name 
and your age. 


[00:01:18.11] SISTER CAROL BRONG: My name is Sister Carol Brong, and I'm 74 years old. 


[00:01:22.26] SHANNON GREEN: Sister Carol, would you start us out by telling us a little bit about your 
childhood, your family, where you were born, what you remember about growing up? 


[00:01:31.13] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well thank you. Let's see, about my childhood and my family--I'm one 
of seven children--|'m the second oldest. And | have four sisters and two brothers, Mom and Dad. And | was 
born in El Monte [California]. And yeah--we lived there for--until | was seven years old, middle of my second 
grade. And it's a very distinct memory. I'll tell you why in a few minutes. And then we moved to the San 
Fernando Valley [California] and we lived there through my high school years. And then | entered religious 
life, but my family then moved to Lompoc, California. So I've always considered Lompoc home. Yeah, that's 
a little bit. There's a big span between the oldest and youngest, like twenty-one years. So we were never all 
seven at home at once. J oanne left home before the youngest was born, and then | left home, and then 
Joanne returned home, so--you know, there was only six at the most. 


[00:02:43.24] SHANNON GREEN: What did your parents do? 


[00:02:46.20] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, that's interesting too. | always say the history of our family's 
moving from one place to another is the history of aerospace in Southern California. Because my father was 
in the service, and then when he left the service--which is right before the end of the War [WWI1] because 
he got sick and they didn't send him over--he was around, he had a high school diploma, and he started 
working for Bendix. But we were living in El Monte and he was traveling to the [San Fernando] Valley, and 
so finally he moved to the Valley, and then he was working for Martin Marietta and McDonald's [McDonnell 
Douglas] and all those other big aeronautics companies. And that's also why they moved to Lompoc, 
because he worked at Vandenberg Air Force Base in Lompoc, California. That's my dad. My mom was a 
homemaker the whole time. She--every once in a while would bring in these little jobs where she made like a 
thousand little purses with draw strings for Disneyland or Knott's Berry Farm or something like that--! think it 
was just extra money for her. 


[00:03:49.19] SHANNON GREEN: What was that memory you wanted to share about second grade? 


[00:03:53.07] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Oh yes, second grade. So you know in second grade you're supposed 
to make your first communion. And | was getting ready for my first communion with--Sisters of St. Louis 
were there. And we moved in J anuary, of which--then | was in the Valley and my sisters and brothers who 
were of school age, which is probably just Joanne then, got in the Catholic school. But there wasn't any 
room for me. Those were the years of lots--you know, fifty-five sixty kids in a classroom. And so | got sent 
to a public school, the May Street school. That made me a "public school kid". And | had to go to Sunday 
school or religious education--| don't know what it was called in those days. And the public school kids did 
not get to make their first communion until J uly. And | was so upset with this. This is--you know, | just--a 


big Catholic family--we did everything Catholic. So, you know, | should have made my first Communion with 
everybody else. But |--we moved in second grade. Back in third grade | got into the Catholic school then. 
So--things went fine then. [all laugh]. 


[00:04:57.23] SHANNON GREEN: Tell us a little more about your family in terms of your Catholic faith and 
involvement in the Church. 


[00:05:03.28] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yeah. Very Catholic family--probably my grandma was the most--my 
dad's mom was the most Catholic, and she, you know, made sure we did everything Catholic. And she also 
lived in a little house behind our house in El Monte, so she was right there with the family. My mom and dad 
were both Catholic and married in a Catholic church--to--you know, tried to get their children in Catholic 
schools the whole time. So we had the Sisters. Those were the days when you had a nun practically every 
time, but in fifth grade | had a lay teacher--but | remember that. [smiles]. But in--when we moved to the 
Valley, we went to Our Lady of Grace elementary school, and they had Immaculate Heart Sisters there. And 
yeah--my brothers--well, my brothers never made it into Our Lady of Grace, because then they moved again 
by the time they were going to school. And they went to La Purisima in Lompoc. So all kinds of Catholic 
school, Confirmation--and then part of our big Catholic family--my sister who was two years older than | am- 
-she entered religious life when she was--she finished high school--[Bishop] Alemany High School in San 
Fernando. And we had the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet--loved them, thought they were the most 
wonderful thing. Happiest women | have ever known, and | wanted to be happy like them. And so when she 
entered, | thought, "I want to be a nun too." | probably had been thinking it since second grade, since | got 
denied my first communion. [smiles]. Yeah, so she entered, then when | graduated, | don't even remember 
telling my mom and dad that | was going to enter. It was just--my mother would have had all her kids be 
nuns and all her boys be priests. So it was fine with her if | entered. And so now I'm in the same religious 
community as my sister Joanne, | am a postulant, she's a novice--and she leaves. One month in to my being 
there. And this--well this was a tragedy in my family--a tragedy for my mother, who wanted all of her kids to 
be nuns. And also Joanne was the straight-A student. Now | was good, but |--you know, every once ina 
while sprinkled in a few B's. Joanne was the President of the Sodality or--| forget what the name of that role 
was. You know, | was never the President. | was a Sodalist. | was in the group. You know, | went to Mass as 
often as she did--but she just seemed better and she was always the leader and | was always the follower. 
So, oh my gosh, she left community. So if she can't be a nun, how could |? And | really thought that | was 
the one who should be leaving not her. And--but what made me stay was it hurt my mother so much when 
Joanne left. My mother went a little crazy--family tells stories about her getting in the car and driving. But at 
this point, we're living in Sacramento--| know, a long story, but--she just got in the car and started driving to 
L.A. before my dad could intervene and got her back and J oanne flew home. But--yeah--it was really hard on 
our family when J oanne returned. | imagine it was really hard for J oanne to walk into the family with those 
kinds of feelings. But sort of like--made it stronger for me to stay in, because | can't leave, because it'll hurt 
mom. You know, and these are really good reasons for wanting to be a nun--you don't want to hurt your 
mother. But it did get me over that hurdle of "I'm not the one" and--I'm homesick too, along with everybody 
else. But | stuck it out and then | realized this is for me, and this is what | want. And also, the Sisters who 
guided us at this time, our Postulant Director, Novice Director--they told me that Joanne wanted to leave six 
months earlier, and they asked her to stay. Now I'm never really sure whether they asked her to stay 
because she was homesick and they thought, you know, she'll get over it, or they asked her to stay because- 
-| was coming in, is what J oanne told me--because | was coming and they wanted me to come. | don't 
know, but she stuck it out for me. So--I'm sticking it out. And |'m here fifty-some years later--[smiles]. Is 
that enough family? 


[00:09:48.18] SHANNON GREEN: Yes. Yeah, that's a really--but that's a really fascinating story about your 
sister. And | assume that eventually-- 


[00:09:56.01] SISTER CAROL BRONG: --married, four kids, wonderful Catholic woman, bringing them all up 
in the Catholic church, yeah. 


[00:10:03.24] SHANNON GREEN: And your mother? 


[00:10:05.03] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Fine and happy. And both my mom and dad died kind of young. So-- 
was my mother at J oanne's wedding? No--none of us were, because it was in El Salvador. But | think my 


mother was--yeah, she was still alive. She died at sixty-five. My dad died at fifty-seven, just cancer, heart, 
stuff like that. But the family is still really close. We get together at Thanksgiving, and we make it Christmas- 
-Thanksgiving and Christmas. So it's really nice. This Thanksgiving we're going to celebrate it at my sister 
who lives in Glendale, which is one of my nearer sisters. And they'll all be there. My brother who lives the 
furthest--my brother Chris--lives in Washington--he's coming too. So it'll be really nice Thanksgiving time 
being with them all. 


[00:10:51.10] SHANNON GREEN: So were you the only child ultimately in religious life? 


[00:10:54.15] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yes. None of my younger sisters or brothers entered religious life. So 
there went my mother's hopes, but--good men and women, married, children, raised their children 
somewhat in the Catholic faith. [all laugh]. And--yeah, but they're good. 


[00:11:11.26] SHANNON GREEN: | want to go back--you said something about your first encounter with the 
Sisters of St. Joseph at your high--is it your high school? 


[00:11:19.04] SISTER CAROL BRONG: My high school. 

[00:11:19.18] SHANNON GREEN: And you had other Sisters as well--? 
[00:11:21.23] SISTER CAROL BRONG: No-- 

[00:11:22.09] SHANNON GREEN: --before that? 

[00:11:23.11] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yeah. 


[00:11:23.14] SHANNON GREEN: --| mean, when you were--so if--just if you could say more about what 
attracted you--you said they were happy people or joyful. Could you just say more about what it is about the 
Sisters of St. Joseph that drew you? 


[00:11:35.09] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, | was in high school--| entered high school '58--whatever, the 
four years--| entered convent life in '61, so minus four. They were--they taught in the classes. There were 
quite a few lay teachers there too when | went to Alemany. And yeah, the nuns, they taught me Latin, 
Chemistry, English, Religious Studies of course--Religion. Really friendly--they knew your name--they knew it 
in the classroom and they knew it out in the hallway. Now they knew my sister, so | was always "J oanne's 
sister". But | started to make a name for myself too. They--yeah they were just--they were really friendly 
and they got you involved in stuff. | forget what it was--the League of the Sacred Heart or something like 
that in those days. And it was either or in prayers or in posters or in bulletin boards. They liked you to be 
involved in what you were doing, and | liked that about them. And they got involved with us. So it wasn't 
like "Do the bulletin board", but "What about this, and what about--". So you're working together with them, 
and | liked that. And you could see their spirit with each other. Two of them were really "budsy"--friends of 
each other, and older. So you could--one of them would fall asleep in class, you kKnow--yes, embarrassing-- 
but you know, those are the things that happened in high school days. The two of them also had a dog, and 
he--the dog was in the classroom, too. What we got away with in those days is over the top! But we did. But 
they were really fun people, you know, and really wanted to--to do--to be with us. And | liked that--enjoyed 
that. It was also the loosening up of religious life. It wasn't quite the Vatican ||--Vatican II was in '62 and 
this was previous--this was like '61. But they had gotten permission to drive. And so | was driving every day- 
-had my own car. So--this is probably when | was a junior and senior, | had my own car--my sister's gone 
now. And so they asked me to teach them to drive. So two of them | taught to drive. And you know, it's just 
being able to share something | can do with them, and | can have with them. | didn't bother to tell my mom 
and dad that one. But yeah, they did, and | enjoyed being with them. And they enjoyed being with each 
other, too--the convent life that they had. | never got invited over to it or anything like that, but | just 
remember them going home and enjoying their life at home. 


[00:14:17.15] SHANNON GREEN: Do you remember any of the names of those Sisters? 
[00:14:20.13] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Sister Roseanne [??], she was the Principal. She was the one, 


actually, who got me to say | wanted to enter religious life. And--before | got a car, | was a "bus person”. 
We all took the bus to school--the local RTD [Rapid Transit District]--no school bus. And you know school 
bus--you get kind of rowdy, sometimes, and you have a little fun on the bus. And so of course, you got in 
trouble because they got too rowdy or got too, | don't know what. So we were the "bus people"--were often- 
-no not often--but occasionally in the office with Sister Roseanne. So she kind of knew me as a "bus person". 
But when | was a junior she said am | going to follow in my sister's footsteps. | hated that. | had to wear my 
sister's uniforms after she wore them, use her roller skates after she roller skated in them, ride that bike 
after she rode it. So | didn't want to keep doing things after J oanne did it. So, no | wasn't going to enter in 
my junior year, even though | knew | wanted to--and why was | saying no--because | want to do it because 
| wanted to do it, not because J oanne had done it. But she kept asking it of me, and | think some day | did 
say, "Yeah, | do want to be a Sister of St. Joseph". So | remember Sister Roseanne. | remember Sister 
Celine [Sister Mary Celine Coe (1905-1997)??]--she was my English teacher--very tall and stately and never 
flustered, you know, but--kind of make you want to be tall and stately and calm and peaceful--and very 
loving and kind. And Sister Raymond J oseph [aka Sister Marion Donahue], who taught me Chemistry--very-- 
she was a teacher, and you were going to learn. "Oh, okay." | knew the--what is it--the periodic table and all 
that. So | remember her. And Sister Augustin [??] and Sister Clare [??] were the two that were older and 
with a dog--the friendly dog. Sister J uanita [??]--who is Ernestine up at Carondelet Center now]--she was 
there. She didn't teach me Spanish, but she taught Spanish. Those are the ones | remember. 


[00:16:32.02] SHANNON GREEN: So let's talk about the--when you were a postulant, and into the novitiate. 
What do you remember from those days? You mentioned a little bit about being homesick, and your sister 
leaving at that time. But what else do you remember from that experience? 


[00:16:43.22] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well | entered in '61. And if you know the Mount's history, the big Bel 
Air Fire was in '61. So it burned part of the Carondelet Center and really evacuated us all. | do remember the 
evacuation. | remember sitting in the dining room, long tables, quiet--we didn't talk in the dining room--and- 
-didn't talk anywhere--somebody reading to us. Now, the story is told the name of the book was "| Am on 
Fire"--you know, it was the story of St. Francis. But | don't really think it was that book--maybe it was. So 
we're sitting there listening to the book, eating lunch, and those of us sitting at the side of the table that's 
looking out toward the mountains--toward the fire--toward the smoke--now | never saw flames, but | saw 
lots and lots of smoke. And | thought, "That's too much fire." And in the morning, before that lunch time, we 
had been sent to the chapel to pray the Rosary because there was a fire in the area, and, you know. So we 
were praying the Rosary, and from there we went into lunch, and now we were watching the fire there. And 
afterwards, after lunch, the Postulant Director--she gathered us all right at the door of the dining room and 
she told us that we were to go to our rooms and get what we needed for the night--that we were being 
taken off the hill because of the fire, and we needed, you know. So | had my curlers, | had my nightgown, | 
had everything | needed in my--we were to put it in our laundry bag. So--you didn't have much in those 
days. But what little much | had, | put it all in there. And so they lined us up out in the yard, and they were 
taking students off of the hill--students who had their own cars--and asking them to put as many of the 
postulants in their car as they could and to drop us off at the bottom of the hill at [St.] Martin de Tours. So 
we did that, and at Martin de Tours we knelt in the backyard of the convent, praying the Rosary again, and 
ashes falling on us--still very heavy, the air. And at Martin de Tours they put us on a bus and took us to--we 
then had Daniel Freeman Hospital--to--the basement floor was a big, big open area. And | think today 
they're called "FEMA [Federal Emergency Management Agency] supplies", but in those days | just remember 
they gave us each a blanket and a pillow that said "Disaster" on it. [laughs]. And so we slept the night on 
the floor of the auditorium there at Daniel Freeman, and the next day were put in busses again and taken to 
the Doheny Campus. And we were divvied up into Building 7 and Building 11 and slept in alphabetical order. 
This is the strangest thing. [laughs]. And this girl, Sharon Brandy, who was right ahead of me in alphabetical 
order, was skinny, skinny, skinny. And we had to sleep in these beds, the way they were placed in those 
rooms, or the cots they brought in--don't know if those said, "Disaster"--| just remember the cots. And she 
got this great big huge bed, this skinny little girl, and | got the cot next to it, because we were--. | can--| 
mean, | look back at it now and I|--you know, | was a Principal at enough elementary schools to know that if 
you have charge of these--and they're not even like nuns yet--were just still in that postulant phase--you 
know, you feel responsible for them and you want to know where each one of them is, and who didn't 
arrive, and where she's at. And so | can kind of understand it, now--didn't understand it then--thought it was 
ridiculous. So we spent six months down at Doheny, because they were rebuilding the novitiate--the third 
floor of the novitiate--so they couldn't use the third floor or the second floor because of the water damage 


going to the second floor. So they had to move all the novices into the postulant area. And the novices, 
according to canon law, have to be in the novitiate--have to be in the Mother House. But the postulants 
don't--you can do what you want with the postulants. So that's what they did. But they wanted--we spent six 
months at Doheny. It wasn't a school yet. There were a few people who came in the evening but it wasn't 
like in Associate Programs, like are run today. Yeah, and--so Sister Albert J oseph [Sister Charlene Bloom] 
was our Postulant Director and she tried to keep us corralled and studying. They brought our teachers down 
from Mount Saint Mary's--Sister Margaret [Marie] O'Rourke, she tried to teach Biology to us in the most--you 
know, it wasn't--we didn't have a classroom building, didn't have classroom stuff. We kind of all sat around a 
table, but there were sixty of us, even though people were starting to leave at that point too. There were 
sixty-one of us when we entered in 1961, which was a nice thought--sixty-one and '61. Yeah, so in April-- 
Easter time--we got to come back to the Provincial House. It was all finished and nicely done and so we got 
back into our dormitory rooms, which again were six beds to a room, and each bed had a little curtain that 
went around it. So we were back there. Now you were asking me--what was your question? 


[00:22:08.07] SHANNON GREEN: J ust memories of being a postulant, and then a novice, and about your, 
you know, you're studying at the Mount at this time as well. Did you interact with the lay students or were 
you kept separate at that time? 


[00:22:19.13] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Oh no, we were kept--when we went to the Mount, we were kept--we 
were in the classes with the lay students. We took Religious Studies and History in those classes, but we 
weren't allowed to talk to them. We weren't to fraternize with the students. We were to go up to the Mount, 
take the class, and come on back down. And--another little funny story--they had seen that | took two years 
of Latin in high school, for my high school transcript. | wanted to learn Spanish, so then | switched over to 
Spanish in high school, so | had two years of Spanish, too. But Latin was in freshman and sophomore year--| 
hardly remembered "All Gaul is divided into three parts" or something like that. So |--they wanted me in 
Latin. They told us what classes to take. "You're going to take this Latin class." |t was way over my head. | 
knew | didn't--shouldn't have been in Latin. So | thought, "Well this--you've got to get out of Latin." And 
then so | went to the Registrar and told her | had to drop Latin and I'll take Spanish, because | was told, you 
know, you need these Language requirements. And so | signed up for Spanish and | started taking Spanish 
like | would have to do. | got in trouble for that. You know, you're not supposed to make those kind of 
decisions by yourself. You're supposed to "be in dialogue" with people, and let them make the decisions. | 
learned a lot of things that way--doing it later. And then | kind of also learned that if you do it first, then you 
don't have to ask for permission, just ask a penance. In those days you asked for penance for everything 
you did wrong, so that was one of them. [smiles]. That was my postulant and novitiate days, going to the 
Mount. 


[00:24:09.28] SHANNON GREEN: What about like, the prayer life and community life at that time? 


[00:24:15.01] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yes. Prayer life and community life was important. But, it was old 
style. We had an Office book we prayed from. We each took a turn being the leader. We had prayer and 
lecture--it was called--where you sat--everybody sat at our desks in the big novitiate room and you were 
sewing--but with your hands--while somebody was reading to you. You know, we had the Rosary and all 
kinds of things, so--. 


[00:24:46.29] SHANNON GREEN: Did you--what do you remember feeling about--did you like that structured 
prayer and community life? 


[00:24:53.13] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, | didn't dislike it. | just thought this was something you do when 
you're a nun, so | just kept doing it. Yeah, and | didn't dislike it. | remember--one part enjoyable about it 
that | do remember was, we were being taught the Ignatian style of praying and entering in with your 
imagination and all this kind of thing. So we were each--you know, maybe we worked in twos or threes--and 
given a part of the Gospel. And we were to write our prayer for it. And you know there were different--five 
different like, sections of the prayer. And if it was a grace you ask, and you know, developing the story, and- 
-So | liked doing that and throwing my imagination into this and what all was going on and what you were 
hearing and what you were seeing in the Gospel. So there was parts of this that, sort of like, answered my 
need for the style and the prayer and something | enjoyed being a part of. The other part that was rather 
rote and what you did--it just went along with what you did, like your morning prayers and evening prayers 


and--[shrugs]. You prayed. 


[00:26:01.16] SHANNON GREEN: What do you remember about receiving the habit, or taking your final 
vows, those kinds of moments? 


[00:26:06.14] SISTER CAROL BRONG: | was still part of the group that wore a white dress. And my Sister 
Joanne bought that white dress for me, and she was very excited about bringing it, and so | do remember 
that part. She would come and visit me at other times too, but that part | remember--the dress. And so | 
remember the ceremony very beautifully. | think at this time there were only forty-two of us of the sixty-one 
left, who are now being accepted into the novitiate. So in that ceremony you receive the habit in your hands 
and you leave the chapel with the habit and you go back to your room Sister Roseann [??], who was that 
Principal, she helped me put that habit on. And | loved that habit. | mean, you know, that was what | 
wanted. | wanted to be a Sister, | wanted to wear that habit, and | liked it. And it's true, we had to make 
that habit, but I'm into sewing, and | sewed. My mother taught me to sew, | took sewing in just the summer 
school stuff you do at junior--local junior high. But yeah so | sew, knit, crochet, | do--. So | liked the habit 
and | wanted to wear the habit, and | felt stately in the habit, and important, and--| don't know--those kind 
of feelings. 


[00:27:23.07] SHANNON GREEN: Did you receive a religious name? 


[00:27:27.24] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yes. | received the name "Sister William Marie". Now that was 
interesting, but it was one of the names | asked for. It might have even been the first name | asked for. 
Because my Sister, who was in before me, and was a novice, had the name "Sister Carol Marie". So she had 
my name, which | probably would have wanted but--! don't know if | was told or | decided | couldn't take 
that name. So my father's name was William, so | took his name--| asked for "William Marie"--| don't know 
what the other two choices were--and | got that religious name. And it was okay. | enjoyed being "Sister 
William Marie". And we did, in our Mount years, we finished our degree when | was a junior Sister, after | 
made final vows. And we were the first group to graduate with students--lay students. So we were out in the 
Circle area of the Chalon campus and walked up those steps and received our degree and walked back down 
again. And my mom and dad were there, | remember that. Yeah, so that was really nice. And | stayed on an 
extra year in the juniorate to finish my credential to go out and teach. 


[00:28:43.05] SISTER CAROL BRONG: And it was the first year | went out. | was teaching fourth grade in 
Pleasant Hill, and now it's '66. So Vatican II has happened, and these changes have--you know--it takes the 
Church a little while to get it's publications out and interpreted. And so things are just beginning to change. 
So it was in the first year | was there that | changed my name back from "William Marie" to "Carol". And | 
was "Carol Frances", but | didn't care for the "Frances" and it didn't mean that much to me, so | just stayed 
with Sister Carol. And then the second year | was still teaching fourth grade--different Principal--[ Sister] 
Joyce Marie Gaspardo was my Principal now. And we had a Sister who was in the experimental habit in my 
first year out, and so we could see what was coming. And although | loved the habit, | didn't mind wearing it 
in hot weather, and | lived at the Chalon campus and it was hot there. I've heard other people say how they 
were--wanted to take it off. | don't know--I wasn't. | didn't every have that--"| want to take my habit off! 
Get rid of this habit!" But my feeling was, | want to move with how we're moving. And | could understand 
this--you know, all this garb isn't speaking to the people. And these kids, these fourth graders, they love me 
and love what you're teaching them and doing with them, not because I'm wearing this habit, you know? 
And so | did in the first year that we could, change. | took my habit and changed into--| had a nice black 
suit. Like, | can sew, see, so maybe that's it. And you know, we had the four colors--black, blue, brown, 
green--no it wasn't green--maybe it was grey. So | had some outfits that | could wear, and didn't change my 
style of teaching or the way the kids behaved or anything. So | just kept morphing into that. By '69 I'm now 
teaching out in Long Beach--St. Bartholomew's in Belmont Shores--Esprit area. And I'm making final vows 
now. And the veil, which was once very much veiled and then kind of moved back and more hair was 
showing--and now we're into the "pill box" veil, which is just a little thing [makes a circle around top of 
head] and the veil hanging from it. And | can remember my mother saying, "Are you sure you don't have too 
much hair hanging out there?" | said, "No mom, they're wearing it this way." And so | probably wore that 
veil for a few more years before we were--you know. So it took us time to move to where we are today. But 
| was ready to move, and | could see the sense of it, and the reasoning of it, and it didn't--| don't feel it 
made me any more worldly than | already was. And it didn't make me any more holy than | felt like | was 


too, so | was ready to move in those times. 


[00:31:49.13] SHANNON GREEN: Let's talk a little bit more about Vatican II. So thank you for sharing your 
experience with the habit. What else in terms of Vatican I|--the habit, you know, comes up as of course the 
symbol of religious life, and the garb as you said--but what else about Vatican II--there was so much 
happening at that time. How did you engage with what was coming out, and in terms of--you know, were 
you reading the documents, were you studying the new liturgy-- and how were you feeling about all those 
movements? 


[00:32:18.17] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, yes, | remember reading the documents. We probably did 
something with them in community--gathered us all together and, you know, had somebody talk on "Lumen 
gentium" and all the different ones. | remember at this time good music. And the revival--you know, no 
longer "Come Holy Ghost" but "Sons of God"--and how gratefully we've moved off of that "Sons of God" 
language. But the music | liked--and [unintelligible]. As a child, took piano lessons, even played the 
accordion--| was good on the accordion--was in an accordion band. So | was, you know, | had music in me. 
But in sixth grade at that Long Beach school, the second grade teacher in our classroom--doors--my front 
door was her back door and we'd talk back and forth--she played guitar at our children's Masses. And so | 
wanted to play, and my brother gave me one of his old guitars and she taught me how, and so | started with 
"Sons of God', probably--G, E minor, C7--you can play any song you want to play in those chords--and you 
know just started playing with it and being with it, and growing in that music as it went, too. So, | remember 
the music--the introduction of that kind of--which made the liturgies richer, especially for children, too, and 
how you could involve children in it, not just sitting there listening. | do remember at one point--now I'ma 
Principal at Transfiguration School--or was | a Principal? Anyway, this was probably not Vatican ||, but 
remember "Communion in the hand"? Remember when everybody received it on the tongue? That was 
normal, you just did it that way. But now it has come out that you can receive communion in the hand. So | 
feel, these kids, they're going to do what their mother wants them to do, and what their grandmother taught 
them to do. And so, we taught them Communion in the hand. But, you know, they listen to their teachers, 
and | told them they had to receive Communion in the hand this Sunday--that they were to receive it, they 
were to tell their mother that they had to receive it this way, that they were to teach their mother how they 
were going to do it, and they were going to do it on that Sunday and after that Sunday they could do-- 
choose which way they wanted to do it. Because otherwise | knew they wouldn't be brave enough unless 
they had, "Sister said", you know, behind them. And then | went over and told Monsignor what | told them, 
because he was saying, "Oh, no child's going to receive Communion in the hand. No, they don't know how to 
do it." You know, and you taught it the "two step" way--you receive it--step--two steps, and have Father 
watch you eat it, so that--yeah, you could be sure of that. So he went on and on and on. And | just kept 
talking and talking and talking to him, that we had to do this, that it was the growth of his parish and his 
people, and he was the teacher of the flock and all kinds of things, and so finally | won him over. So | think, 
| don't know--we had to do that kind of thing in those days, because if the Sisters don't lead, often times the 
Church--the Church local--wouldn't lead in it. 


[00:35:36.28] SHANNON GREEN: That's a great story. What about the charism in those days? So, you know, 
part of Vatican ||, reclaiming the roots, going back to the roots. So how did your understanding of the 
charism evolve in those days pre- to post-Vatican I1, and how you might have engaged more with the 
history--those kinds of things? 


[00:36:00.15] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well how | learned about the charism is kind of a whole study in 
history too. Because when | entered community we had this big stained glass window that said "humility" 
coming down one side and "charity" coming down the other side, and we thought that was the charism of 
the community--that we were to be humble, we needed to be charitable. Well isn't that every religious 
woman and every lay woman too was to be that? So as we studied our documents coming out of Vatican II, 
we hear the different words that Mother St. J ohn Fontbonne [J eanne Fontbonne (1759-1843), second 
foundress of CSJs], Father [J ean-Pierre] Médaille [(1610-1669), J esuit priest, sponsor of CSJs] brought to us. 
Before we studied the Maxims, which are very old style and long words and always you did everything to the 
N-th degree, you never could do it in moderation. 


[00:36:54.05] SHANNON GREEN: Could you just say briefly what "The Maxims" are? 


[00:36:56.16] SISTER CAROL BRONG: The Maxims were a way that our founder, Jean-Pierre Médaille, a 
Jesuit priest--had a way of teaching the local people--the ordinary people, not the learned people. And so he 
had these hundred--or in some cases there were just sixty of them--sayings or little short things about-- 
"Have always before your eyes the end of your sublime vocation". And so people could recite that and feel 
like they understood those few lines--although | don't know how they understood it sometimes, because 
they were pretty thick. But anyway-- 


[00:37:31.17] SHANNON GREEN: Do you have a favorite Maxim? 


[00:37:36.03] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Now that you say that, | don't remember any of them. [all laugh]. Let 
me think. What's the one we're always quoting about, "Finish things till near their completion and then [we 
say] vanish like smoke"--but it's turn it over to somebody else to finish it--but that's not really quoting it. And 
another one, about-- 


[00:38:00.24] SHANNON GREEN: --that's okay. 

[00:38:06.18] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yeah, they're gone. 
[00:38:07.23] SHANNON GREEN: | actually have some with me, so-- 
[00:38:08.25] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Okay, we'll review them-- 


[00:38:10.21] SHANNON GREEN: --we can look at some later. So you were--I'm sorry--so you were saying 
about the charism, and the Maxims-- 


[00:38:17.10] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Oh yeah. So, as we studied, we heard more of "all of which woman is 
capable", and could see how that played out in our history, and how that is playing out now, especially in 
our Church as it's opening up to women's gifts in the Church. The “unifying love"--that's the latest way of 
stating--a love for all--a love that God has for us, we have for all our neighbors, for all the people of the 
world, for all the Church--bigger than the Church--people of the world, that God created us out of love and is 
in that great love--that unifying love--that thing that brings us together and makes us one with God, that 
makes us partially God-like. So, you know, it's taken many forms and many ways of saying it, but | think 
that's where we're at now. How that might have entered into my apostolate--right now I'm blanking on also, 
SO--. 


[00:39:27.20] SHANNON GREEN: Let's go back a little bit just to your teaching career. Did you enjoy being a 
teacher? And then it looks like the next ministry was into leadership-- 


[00:39:37.17] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Yeah. 


[00:39:37.07] SHANNON GREEN: --so could you just talk a little bit about what it was like to leave teaching, 
and what you--were you ready to leave that? Was that part of Vatican I| shifting? How did that kind of 
evolve? 


[00:39:49.26] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, | taught school for--| mean, | was a teacher for ten years--two 
years and two years and one year and four years and five years and--I don't know how it all added up to 
ten. And | enjoyed that, and it was mostly--it began in fourth grade, and then it was sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade--sixth, seventh and eighth grade and sixth, seventh and eighth grade. And | enjoyed that, but | 
also could see how much influence or help a principal can be to the teachers. So | wanted--I could see 
myself being a principal and helping out and growing this school together and having it be one--maybe that 
was part of the charism before, you know, we really spoke it as being one. So, | was a principal in two 
different schools for ten years. And most of those--both of those schools are in South Central Los Angeles, 
so it was with African-American and immigrant communities. And | really enjoyed those years. | enjoyed-- 
yeah, working with the parents who were very much--wanted to be a part of it--. Can | tell you a little story 
about that part too? When | was a principal in this one school, there was a fire in the kitchen. And somebody 
came, "Sister! There's a fire in the kitchen!" Now the kids are all out in the playground. So | went to the 
kitchen to see what was going on. And it wasn't a big fire, and |--there was an oven mitt there. You know 


those kind of oven mitts that go to here [motions from hand to elbow]? And | put it on and | went to the fire 
extinguisher and | banged on the fire extinguisher got it out, put out the fire. And the word spread on that 
playground that Sister Carol put that fire out with her bare hands. [smiles]. And so | let that word spread--let 
them think | was this big hero. [laughs]. And, you know, the fire was out and | was a hero. | love kinds of 
things like that, and "wowing" kids. But | love for kids to "wow" themselves too, so--that's something we 
both did for each other. 


[00:41:59.08] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Okay, so now I'm a principal for ten years, and we are into a style of 
province leadership in which we have Regional Superiors. In the old style of leadership, we had the 
Provincial, and an Assistant Provincial, and a Council. And we had that for a while, and now we're more into- 
-and we had a Superior in each house--one of the--you know, you lived with four Sisters, one of them was 
the Superior. And you know, we kind of morphed away from that. All of us together could work on what was 
going to happen here, on what the style of prayer would be, what the time of prayer would be--that kind of 
thing. So we morphed away from having a religious Superior, but canon law or some law of the Church says 
we have to have a Superior, so we had these like "local" Superiors who were to an area. So we would have 
Regional Superiors. And at that time | got asked to be--considered as one of the Regional Superiors. And so 
| was appointed a Regional Superior for the South Bay and Orange [Los Angeles areas]--and it had like a 
hundred Sisters in it. Your job was to move from convent to convent, to know the Sisters, to know the works 
they're in, the ways that community could help them out, listen to them if they needed or wanted more 
education, a change in ministry, some health issue--something like this. So | enjoyed it. It was a big area. It 
was interesting, because Orange County was part of the area | had. We had schools in Orange County--not 
many, but a few. And | remember once talking to the Sister--she was a Louis Sister who was in charge of 
elementary schools in the Orange County--District Supervisor--or not District--Diocesan Supervisor. And I'm 
talking to her about our schools there and our Sisters in it and their needs for the diocese, and she's a Louis 
and | told her a little bit about my history. You know what? She was my second grade teacher and | didn't 
Know it and she didn't know it. Small world, huh? [smiles]. 


[00:44:16.03] SISTER CAROL BRONG: So okay, |'m this Regional Superior now--for three years. It was not 
my style--not my way--didn't light my lights. | enjoyed parts of it but | didn't really feel as into it as | felt that 
others could have been. So | didn't renew the term. We could have renewed it after three years. And then, 
so | now know that I'm a free woman. I'm looking around. And I'm thinking, "I'm going to go back into 
elementary schools because that's what | know and do." Oh, another little story about being in elementary 
schools. All the time I'm a principal--ten years--my Regional Superior is telling me that | need to go back to 
school and get this kind of administrative degree. And | knew it--you know, other principals in the area had 
it. But it was also at a time when you didn't really need it--you could still minister in that capacity as--just 
with a credential--California credential. So to pacify that Regional Superior | would go take one class from 
Mount Saint Mary's, you know, in this kind of administrative degree, and then | would be quiet the next 
semester until somebody said it to me again--"Okay--out of the obedient Sister that | am | will go take a 
class." But | was not--my heart wasn't in those classes--| thought | was doing a great job in elementary 
schools even without those classes. And so | never got that masters degree. 


[00:45:50.09] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Okay, now I'm a free woman. I'm no longer Regional Superior and 
I'm looking around for a position. And this is the time in religious life when you can look around, and you can 
investigate, and the community can say to you, "They really need this Principal over here--would you go over 
there and interview for it?" And so | would do that kind of thing too. But Kathleen Kelly [Sister Kathleen M. 
Kelly] was at the Doheny campus--she was the Dean of the programs at the Doheny campus, which was the 
two year program and the graduate program--she was the Dean of both. And the Learning Center was a 
dream of hers that she really wanted to get started. And she had two older Sisters there--Sister Margaret 
Clare [Borchard (1911-2001)], Sister Patricia Margaret [Barnard (-2012)]--who were kind of doing it, but 
she wanted somebody with life and energy and thinking ahead. So she said this to me, would | take this 
position? And so | went and | looked and I, "Well, | don't know--I think you need--". She wanted the 
Director of the Learning Center, you know, which involved the budget and everything else like this. | didn't 
want to be the Director. She had this other Sister--Margaret [Sister Margaret Cafferty, PVBM (Sisters of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary)]--what was her name? Anyway, "She should be the Director and I'll 
come in as the, you know, Assistant or something." No, she wanted me as the Director. So | finally did say 
yes to that position to her, which I'm very glad--it led me into twenty-six years with Mount Saint Mary’s 
University--thirteen years as the Director of the Learning Center, with the help of those two older Sisters, 


and Sister Margaret whose name |--Cafferty, Sister Margaret. We developed the Learning Center into 
something much bigger, with programs that fed the English department in the ways it needed help and 
support. So | took that position. But when she hired me, she said, "But you need to get a masters degree if 
you are going to work at the college". So, she never told me--see, you don't ask--she never told me that | 
was--! should get it in Education, which kind of made sense. But since she didn't tell me, there was this nice 
masters degree in Spirituality, which kind of--it sounded good to me, and | liked that one. You could learn 
about the Franciscan spirituality and the J esuit--Dominican--all of these different spiritualities in the Church, 
which enriched the Church a lot. So |--after--1 mean | started in those classes, and after three years | got 
my masters degree in Spirituality. And nobody ever said--you know--and in college do you know what 
everybody's master is in? And it's in some far-off thing that isn't what they are doing there. So | was fine. 
And | enjoyed thirteen years in the Learning Resource Center. And from there, they needed help in the 
Registrar's office. It was really floundering and so | brought my gifts to the Registrar's office and worked 
with them, and enjoyed that. When | was in the Learning Center it was first in Building 4. And then, you 
know, they built--6, 5, 3--the new library unit of buildings there, and part of it was the Learning Center. So | 
got to move it in, | got to help design the Learning Center--that was really fun too. And so, yeah, | was into 
the Learning Center. Then the same thing with the Registrar's Office. When the Registrar's Office was in 
Building 10, | worked in it. And | was there | think for five years, and it was just beginning to move into 
"745" where the Registrar's Office is now. And then | went from the Registrar's Office--| took a year off--a 
sabbatical year. And | just wanted to do different things. | wanted to travel with a friend, | wanted to study, 
| wanted to make a thirty-day retreat--| had all these different things. Talked to my Regional Superior about 
this and she gave her blessing and approval to it, and so! got to take the year off. When | came back, | 
really thought I'd go back into the Registrar's Office. And there was a position for me, but it was at Chalon. 
And | really liked the Doheny scene, and the people with it. And so, | looked around for what other position-- 
and there was the Assistant to the Dean of Associates. There was now a Dean of Associates programs. And 
so | became her assistant. Lots of the skills from the Registrar went into that, lots of skills from being a 
principal went into that position too, and that--I held that position for seven years, and really enjoyed all that 
time. 


[00:50:29.18] SHANNON GREEN: So |! want to ask you a few more questions about your time at Doheny. 
First of all, your spirituality degree--was there a particular learning, theologian, spirituality that really 
captured you, that you felt was kind of transformative for you, or captured your imagination from that 
program? 


[00:50:48.06] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, | did a--you have to do a big--what do you call it--at the end-- 
like a big term paper--but it's a big-- 


[00:50:56.23] SHANNON GREEN: Thesis? 


[00:50:57.24] SISTER CAROL BRONG: --thesis, yeah. Had to do a big thesis. And so | did it on the Psalms. 
And | read plenty of books on the Psalms, and all the different ways of looking at the Psalms. But | also 
wanted to rewrite the Psalms so that they really spoke to--well, soeak to my heart and speak to my issues a 
little different than, you know, David, who wrote the Psalms. The things he had to contend with, we have to 
contend with today, but they come in a different look and a different style and a different--words. And so | 
did a number of rewriting of the Psalms, and part of the thesis that | did was to be presented like a class. 
Now | never had to teach the class, nor did | ever want to teach the class in Psalms, but | wanted to show 
how--well if | did work in a parish--I've heard people's works in parish and | could have led an evening 
group--it would be in them writing their Psalms. So we study David's Psalm and all the angst that he put into 
it, and then where does that show itself in our life, and when have we ever been that, and rewrite the style 
in that--in our own angst. It's transformative. And so | remember doing that in it. 


[00:52:12.20] SHANNON GREEN: Do you remember any of the particular Psalms that you rewrote? 


[00:52:16.17] SISTER CAROL BRONG: [laughs]. Let me see--no. | don't. But--| can't remember the Psalm, 
but | remember at the time, my brother, my younger brother, was going through a divorce. And it really hurt 
him. He was really bad. And | remember this one Psalm, and it was all this angst and anger and how could 
you do this to me, and | wrote it as if it were from his heart and what he was going through at the time. I'd 
have to pull that thing off of some shelf. [all laugh]. And it's probably only at the Mount right now, because | 


don't have a copy of it. | try not to carry around too much stuff with me as | move from one place to the 
other. 


[00:52:59.18] SHANNON GREEN: Tell us a little bit more about the students at Doheny at that time in the 
Learning Center. What can you--those of us who are at Doheny now--can you tell us what it was like back in 
those days, and what our students were like? You spent a lot of time in the heart of LA, and the 
neighborhoods of LA, so how is that? 


[00:53:19.21] SISTER CAROL BRONG: It--the Doheny campus attracts and puts its efforts into the heart of 
LA, into what we call "the daughters of LA". And the daughters of LA have had some deficiencies in their 
studies--just haven't had the programs that they needed in the schools they came from. And so they arrive 
in college able to do college material but haven't got some of the skills that continue that kind of education 
on--mainly language. Even when | was in elementary school, when | was in South Central Los Angeles--not 
my elementary--when | was teaching elementary, or a principal--| would say of the students on the 
playground to somebody who came to look at our school, "These students speak two languages. They speak 
‘street’ and they speak ‘the Queen's English'". And you know, it's just who they're talking to at the time. 
Well--lot of "ghetto" talk. So | think our students come from some kind of that same language deficiencies. 
They can speak good English--they can't write it really well. And it's just from not having somebody just say 
to them, "Read this to me, word by word." And they don't even see that they have left out two words here, 
or that wasn't what they meant right there--what they really meant was--. And somebody going through 
their works with them to show them how to pay attention to what they are writing, or show them how to 
say, "What did you really mean to say here? Okay, now let's say that here", rather than some high-falutin’ 
language that they probably copied out of some book. | also teach them how not to plagiarize out of books, 
because things are so prevalent--well, | couldn't say they were real prevalent when | went there. Because | 
remember the first computers we put in the Learning Center were those Apple IIE things--you know, that 
were like that and a screen like about that [gestures indicating large computer with small screen] . So, you 
know, the internet didn't really get started until much later to rob from--no to borrow from--to think that 
they were rephrasing when--"Let's hear it in your own words". Those are the kind of things. And we also did 
math--a lot of them just didn't have the math skills. | still don't think they ever memorized the times tables, 
and that can just set you so far back, even with calculators. So yeah--did those kinds of things-- 


[00:55:56.02] SHANNON GREEN: Any memories of students you're particularly proud of, or a great story 
about their-- 


[00:56:01.02] SISTER CAROL BRONG: --their growth? That would have been a good story, huh? [laughs]. 
No, but you know, students come back. [laughs]. This is again--when | was teaching at this one school, and 
| had this one kid--sixth grade--what was his name? It will come. Naughtiest--naughty, naughty. Simpson-- 
anyway, | couldn't take it from him any longer. Put him out in the hallway, which we weren't to do, because 
you didn't have your eye on him and all this other kind of stuff. And so | went down to the Principal, "I 
cannot take this kid in my class any more, and | don't want him in my class." Do you know, he's a security 
guard at USC, and he found out | was in the Learning Center at Mount Saint Mary's from some friend who's 
a USC connection, and he came over to see me and told me about how much he loved sixth grade at St. 
Anselm's. And he's this big old hunking guy now--I| mean, he was skinny then, little. And | couldn't believe it 
was the same kid. So--that story, no--you want a Mount Saint Mary's story and I'm fishing for one. |-- 
students come back and they say, "Do you remember me?" And say, "Oh, no, remind me of your name." 
And maybe with a name! might remember them. But right now I'm not clicking on a special name. 


[00:57:26.23] SHANNON GREEN: How about just--you've shared a little bit about--you liked the Doheny kind 
of feel. J ust can you say more about what you liked about being at Doheny all those years, whether it's the 
community or the work you were doing, or--? 


[00:57:42.09] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, |--community--at Doheny | loved the community--always--the 
college community of people who, you know, wanted to be with you, wanted to share life. Loved the dining 
room and the tables outside, where--there are all these round tables where you could sit and talk with them. 
Yeah, that kind of thing--the camaraderie that came out of that. | liked the students and involving myself in 
what they were doing. Now mainly--like so I'd go to a lecture that would be there for the students, and--|'d 
often times go just so | could--because | know that some faculty member is going to tell them to write a 


paper about it, and so! would have kind of known what was going on with it too--because they would show 
up in the Learning Center and have to write this paper and not have an idea about where to start. So--but | 
liked, like, growing with them like that--because | didn't--all those kind of lecture things--they’'re informative 
to all of us, even those of us who read the paper and listen to the news. Students don't read the paper and 
don't listen to the news, so they really don't know what's going on. But you can get them started reading the 
paper, you know--"Go read an article on this", "Go read an article on that". And--yeah, | just liked inspiring 
students to get busy and get going. 


[00:59:06.02] SHANNON GREEN: On your sabbatical--some of the pictures that we got from Sister Patricia 
Rose [Shanahan, Carondelet Center archivist] show you riding a camel. Was that on your sabbatical? 


[00:59:12.01] SISTER CAROL BRONG: [laughs]. That was on my sabbatical. That was one of the trips | 
wanted to take at this time, like pilgrimages to the Holy Land. And | don't know if this is one Sister Thomas 
Bernard [MacConnell (1926?-)] led or not. But you'd go to the Holy Land--places where J esus lived, and the 
place where he was born, where the Last Supper was, the River J ordan, the salt lake--not salt lake--salt--the 
Red Sea--the Sea of Galilee--all those stories and all those historic places. And praying in those churches-- 
you know, they've got ten million churches in the Holy Land--you know, the Church of the Transfiguration, 
the church of this miracle and church of that miracle. So the trip | went on did all of the Holy Places--that 
pilgrimage-type of thing, and then it went on to Egypt, where at those--what are those three famous 
pyramids--Giza, | guess we went, and a camel ride. | rode a camel--that looks a lot easier than it is-- 
leastwise, getting up on the camel, you know, and going back down on ground on the camel again makes 
you feel like you're going to be thrown off--but also you hang onto it for dear life, because | had these visual 
images of it running across the desert and nobody coming after me to save me. [smiles] But it didn't happen 
that way. That camel--. | also remember this--in the--a hotel that we were in, and | think this was in Egypt 
too, and on those kind of trips you sometimes don't have really good nights to sleep really well. And so it 
was a bothersome night and I'm up early in the morning--it's barely, barely light outside. But we had a room 
that had a little veranda deck out there. And |'m sitting out there, and from these mosques nearby you could 
hear [imitates Muslim call to prayer]--didn't understand a word of their prayers, but | said, "I'm saying the 
same thing, Lord--whatever their prayers are they are to the same God that | am praying to, too." | just felt 
like | was praying with the world there, and--a good memory of that trip to the Holy Land and that 
pilgrimage. And we went to Mount Sinai, and climbed up the hill to Mount Sinai at sunrise, and gorgeous and 
beautiful. And the history there--yeah. Good time. So that was one of the things | did on that sabbatical--| 
did some--and | made a thirty-day retreat in Gloucester, Maine--Gloucester, Massachussetts, and that's a 
beautiful place to do it--the J esuit retreat house and--yeah. Helped me pray again, get in touch with all that 
imaginative work that Ignatius [Saint Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)] was so good at inspiring us to do. 
And, what else did | do on that sabbatical? Sister Maggie McGraw [Sister Margaret Ellen "Maggie" McGraw]-- 
do you Know her? She and | went on a train trip to Canada. So we got on at Union Station here on the train, 
and rode the train up. You can't ride it all the way into Canada. You have to get off at like Vancouver, 
Washington and then board a bus and cross the border and then get back on the train. So we did that, and 
we spent some time in Vancouver, and some time in Victoria [Vancouver Island, B.C., Canada] in the lovely 
garden--Butchart Gardens there that's in Victoria. Did that, and all the totem poles in that area. And then we 
got on a train and went to J asper [B.C., Canada]. And we're in Jasper and to--on a bus to Lake Victoria--is 
that that great big lake? Yeah, | think so. Anyway, wonderful trip with a friend and not much money, so-- 
kinda cheap, and spent the night on a train. We can do it in a seat, you know, it's just one night. Anyway, 
that was fun too. What other trips did | do? | should have boosted my memory of that whole time, but it was 
a long time ago. Time for another sabbatical. [laughs]. 


[01:03:29.26] SHANNON GREEN: Sounds good to me. Let's talk a little bit about Medaille House [House of 
Discernment] and your transitioning of your ministry now. So in terms of the future of the CS]s, vocations, 
the future of the charism, and what your involvement has been--you know, if you could explain a little bit 

about what Medaille House is and--I don't know, that whole kind of topic. 


[01:03:53.20] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Okay. | lived at the Mount in Mount housing--at Chalon, and then | 
lived at Doheny No. 8. And like | said, | loved working with the students. But Sister Darlene [Kawulok] had 
this vision and idea of having a house where we could have students, but young women who were looking 
for what's going on--looking for help in identifying how God is leading them--what's going on in their lives-- 
how do you pray. And so she--we first--she asked me to be with her in this endeavor. She got all the 


permissions, she found a house that the community owned that they were willing to--it's right here, on the 
Villa [Carondelet] grounds--it was the corner house there. And she and | would live and she had identified a 
few Mount students who--they had to be a senior year Mount student and they couldn't have her as a 
teacher, because that would be too much conflict. And--or one of them also was from the outside--not a 
Mount student, and--but was a friend of somebody who heard about it. And it would be a house that the 
young women who would live with us would pray with us--pray in the morning--would do their part in the 
house, whatever cleaning area they had, would do their night to cook, so that would provide for community, 
and would live community--so would have a heart for each other in life--in this life together. And also, that 
they would be guided once a month in a kind of workshop form of different ways of investigating what's 
going on in your life and how God is leading you. So sometimes it would be an I gnatian-style of prayer, or it 
would be the Enneagram [model of personality types], or some of those different ways of identifying your 
gifts and thinking of how you have been gifted and where these gifts can be used. And also one-on-one 
time, either with me or with Sister Darlene--that we'd talk to them about what's going on in their life that 
week--every week we'd see them--and try and help them identify what's going on. So we were in hopes that 
maybe one of them would be thinking of religious life too. Because although we--you know, like | said when 
| entered there were sixty-one students--| mean sixty-one young women who wanted to be nuns, by now, at 
this era of religious life, we're lucky if we get one or two. And so we knew of--like we knew that our word 
had to get out there--our religious life. But also this house was not going to be meant just for those thinking 
of being a nun, but if they were thinking of it, you want to join the house and see what it would be like, that 
was available. So we were in this house--very tight, because it's got three--it's got five bedrooms--there 
were two of us and three young women. And so we saw another house closer to the Doheny campus, so we 
traded with the Sisters that were there and we moved into the Twenty-fourth Street house. And usually, it 
would be a new group of women every year, or maybe a different one would move in in J anuary or 
something like that--but sometimes a Mount student, sometimes a woman that hears about our program 
from different ways. And | enjoyed doing that. | enjoyed seeing them grow, | enjoyed hearing their 
questions and sharing their sorrows. Life now is so much harder than it was for us--or leastwise | feel like it 
when | look back. And giving them the support they need and the encouragement they need to be women in 
this world, because you know women have to stand up. You know, part of that charism--all that a woman 
can be--you've got to know that you can do that--you can put your voice forward there, you've got an idea. 
And so | think helping women to claim their own, claim who they are and how they are in this world--kind of 
softens some areas that they might be that need to be a little softened. Because if you want people to listen 
to you, you have to be able to know how to relate to the world--relate to others. So yeah, was that the 
question? 


[01:08:31.04] SHANNON GREEN: Yeah. No, that's good. Let's stay on that for just a second. So thinking 
about--so you live with young women who are not Sisters, or who are, like you said, discerning vocation in 
general? What are you noticing--could you say more about what you are noticing from either the college 
students or the young women in your house in terms of what some of those issues are--what some of their 
needs are? And also, how you see the charism alive in them. 


[01:08:58.07] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Their needs-- 


[01:09:13.05] SHANNON GREEN: You said it's like life is harder today, you think. Can you just say a little 
more about what you see--what you notice in them? 


[01:09:21.02] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, life is harder--I'm just thinking of what they have to put up with 
in life. One of the young women that | live with--she's a caretaker and sometimes | think the person who 
has hired her takes advantage of her. Not sexually advantage of her, but you know, maybe doesn't pay her 
everything she's worth. And has she ever asked for a raise? You know, he started at this amount, she has 
proved herself over these many months. Can she--let's practice these words about how you can Say this. 
And strengthen them in some way that they're shy or feel they have no power. | wish | had some stories-- 


[01:10:21.15] SHANNON GREEN: That's okay. You have a very kind of strong, independent streak, it seems 
to me--[all laugh]--and confidence--which is so interesting, the way you've described some of your 
childhood, as being in the shadow of your sister. But it seems like that's something you've been able to 
share with your students across the years and generations. 


[01:10:43.15] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Or maybe it's something | want to share with them, and | don't want 
them to see--to be a little shy violet somewhere. | want them to grow and claim their space in this world, 
and their place. And share their gifts. Yeah. One of the women that lived with us for a couple of years--a 
really good woman--really absorbed the charism--can speak the dear neighbor so well--she's going to give 
one of our monthly workshops. She's giving the next one--it's on Dia de Los Muertos [Day of the Dead 
holiday, October 31-November 2]. And she did her thesis--her masters thesis--in that. She's from an area of 
Mexico--or she's really from Bakersfield--but she has whole family roots and has returned to Mexico every 
summer practically. And so she's got all that history and people with her there. And so | just think it's so 
great when she will return and give back what she has been able to put together with that whole vision of-- 
talk about unifying--being with the dead, being--their gifts and their life is still with us--still alive with us, 
even though in a different way. She can bring and give this back. | feel some pride in that, that we helped 
form that. And--. 


[01:12:21.28] SHANNON GREEN: How do you feel about the future of the charism? Do you have anxieties 
about--whether it's religious life specifically, or the charism in general living on? 


[01:12:33.19] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, I'd like to see the charism in general living on. I'd like to see 
unifying love--people feel that God's love is for everyone. And everyone is with God--that kind of "being 
with". I'd like to see that live on, whether it's in those words or in what kind of spirit | don't know, but | think 
it's a spirit that the world needs, especially--we've started dividing ourselves up even worse than--what we 
have been in the past, you know. | love the neighborhood we're in. It's got--we eat dinner out on the front 
porch, and watch this neighbor go by and that neighbor go by, and Ethiopian, African-American, Hispanic, 
Korean--very Korean neighborhood too--all these people--let's live together. And we can live together in 
peace. So we can do this in our world. Yeah--| want that kind of spirit to go on. | know the Mount has issues 
on this, on making everybody feel at home and one in this, and feeling important in this and not standing, 
you know, off and out--feeling included--which as the world goes on is even getting bigger. It's not just 
ethnic communities but it's style of life that's--gay, lesbian, LGBTQ all those initials--the transgender people 
of today who must feel so, you know--unless they're with their little group--feel so unwanted. And they got 
their troubles being included in a community and a group, and | would hope the Mount would lead in that, 
and that somehow that spirit that | think the Sisters of St. Joseph help imbue in the Mount continues there. 
So the charism, | think, will live on, with good people who are still trying to bring about a better world. The 
religious life--| don't know, but | don't give up on it. So | will keep out there with my little brochures, with 
my House of Discernment--|'ll ask some young women, you Know, "Have you ever thought about being a 
religious?" Not afraid to say the words to see--let them know that it's still an invitation. But also, my eyes are 
open too. | know that it's--the numbers are going down, the numbers are dying and--but this is who we are. 
And so we'll still live the spirit today. We're not putting out the candle lights and saying that's it and just-- 
give me another sabbatical. | hope | don't do that. | hope | keep living life. [smiles]. 


[01:15:36.25] SHANNON GREEN: Is there a social justice issue of today that you're particularly committed to 
or passionate about? 


[01:15:44.05] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Well, | told you | go to the women's county jail on Sunday--Sunday 
morning, it's twice a month. And | do Catholic services--or as the women say, "Sister's here to say Mass". 
And | you know--it's only happened a few times and it's not worth it to try to describe to them what the 
difference is. Because on Sunday mornings, there--in women's county jail there's no chapel, there's no place 
you can bring the Catholic women together--so you go to--there are about five maybe six of us volunteers 
who are sent to different units. And you go into the unit--sometimes you have the rec room of the unit, and 
you just make the announcement, you know, "We're going to have Catholic services over here now for the 
next half hour/forty minutes, and anybody who wants to come--Catholic services." Or you announce it and 
you take them down to the classroom. | like the classroom--those rec rooms are so noisy. | feel like--they're 
built under the 105 Freeway and they're just--very hard to preach and sing. But, so--I like the classroom. 
And | gather the ladies--and they're not all Catholic, and | don't even know if the Catholics know they're 
Catholics. But we do have a worship aid that we pass out, and the ladies do the readings, and | try to 
interpret the readings for them and try to get them to enter into the interpretation of the readings too, and 
then we go into Eucharist. | tell them, we try to get something into our minds and heads about the reading, 
the Bible, and then we try to get it in our hearts and our bodies--the bread of life. And of course | say, now 
you know, if you're Catholic, and--I give First Communion every Sunday. | know that they don't listen, but 


they come forward. So they can come forward to receive or to receive a blessing, and--yeah. So we sing, we 
pray, we receive, we listen to God's Word, and then | take them--send them back and | go to another unit 
and do the very same thing again. And | love them. | love the ladies there. They--I've been going since 
about '86. Now it started out in J uvenile Hall and then it was Orange County and then it's morphed into just 
the ladies at County Jail. But some I've seen there for quite a while-even though in jail you're only supposed 
to be there two years, you know. Otherwise you get big time, or you've done your time. And, but some I'm 
sure have been there five years. So they come, they do their hair--imagine that, they do each other's hair-- 
everybody can wear corn rows. Their only jewelry is a rosary, of which we make them learn the "Our 
Father", the "Hail Mary" and the "Glory Be" before we give them the rosary. But they wear it as jewelry. But 
we keep trying to tell them, you know, bringing Christ back into their life. And they do--they want the 
literature that we pass out, they come to prayers--so the hunger is there, and it's a--. | know there's a 
justice issue--you know, | know the Mount is showing that the 13th--that movie on the whole penal system 
and how it was designed to put--especially African-Americans--but anyone of low means into jail. You know, 
| don't get into what it is with the ladies of why they're there. But let me tell you, the Penitential Rite can be 
pretty moving sometimes for them. And | bring my little box of Kleenex and | leave it out there. Try not to 
spend momentous amounts of time, but | do want them to say in their hearts, "| am sorry for--", because 
they've got--but all of them will tell you it wasn't their fault. So--you say that--they say that at one point, and 
then you lead them through this Penitential Rite and they're crying, so there's something going on there 
that--. You know, | think that, when they get out, don't--| say to them--oh, they're getting out this week, 
and they're so excited--| say, "You know what friends are good on the outside and you know what friends 
are bad--you know, which ones to listen to--because | want you to listen to the good ones--! don't want to 
see you back here." Five months later, they're back. So | wish | could do more than just go and pray with 
them. But--it's the neighborhood, it's--| don't want to say it's lack of strength--it's just they don't have the 
opportunities. They can't get a job, they've got a record now--it's just so hard. 


[01:20:24.12] SHANNON GREEN: So! want to start asking you a couple of questions about France, because 
we're getting to the end. But | wanted to check in and see if anybody wants to ask anything else of Sister 
Carol? 


[01:20:34.19] KELBY THWAITS: Yes. | do. So you have an incredible zeal and optimism and energy. 
[01:20:41.24] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Thank you. 


[01:20:45.21] KELBY THWAITS: And you've already talked about what you hope to accomplish. Could you 
maybe encompass in--you know, just talk a little bit about what you are most--what has given you the most 
satisfaction. If you'd kind of just think back a little bit over the long haul of what you've accomplished, what 
has given you some of the most satisfaction and--you've already talked about it, but if you want to elaborate 
on where you hope to go from here? Because you're obviously not done. [all laugh]. You're not hanging it up 
yet. 


[01:21:17.11] SISTER CAROL BRONG: No. 
[01:21:18.01] KELBY THWAITS: So, but if you could just-- 
[01:21:19.25] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Oh yeah, about where I'm going. | forgot to bring that up-- 


[01:21:21.24] KELBY THWAITS: --it would be nice to hear what are some of the things when you reflect 
back, that have really given you satisfaction--whether you knew at the time that it was--that it made a big 
impact or was important to you, or looking back on it and saying, "Hey, | really like what | did or |'m proud 
of", or whatever words you want to use, you know. And then where are you going from here? 


[01:21:44.27] SISTER CAROL BRONG: | don't know. In this interview, and thinking of those questions and 
just talking it now, | really am happy with what I've done. And feel proud of the years | taught, the being 
Principal, the people | met at those times and still keep connections with--my time at the Mount, and in the 
Medaille community--|'m happy--very satisfied with it. Now that doesn't mean that if you had access to my 
prayer journals, you wouldn't see a lot of angst poured out in all those different ones. But | don't know 
where I|'m--I'Il tell you where I'm headed in a minute, immediately going--but | don't know how God's 


leading me. Because | loved working at the Mount, and working for Pam Gist [MSMU psychology faculty], 
and being her assistant, and knowing J eanette Stone [intercampus transfer coordinator and Dean of AA 
Program]. We ate lunch together practically every day. | loved all of that, and when my religious community 
is saying, "Would you come and work here in the Finance Office"--there's kind of a funny story here. First 
off, they came and they wanted me to be the secretary to the Provincial--the Provincial's secretary. "| don't 
know--! don't want to leave--I've been at the Mount, [unintelligible]"--okay. So they went away. So then 
they came back again and they asked again for another position and | thought, "I'm here, you know, and | 
told them I'd stay here till J uly, and you know |--I just don't really see myself working up at Carondelet--and 
the traffic in between--I just don't want to--". So they went away. So they came back a third time. Now they 
want me to come to the Finance Office, and they really need someone at the Finance Office because she got 
sick and--and I'm thinking, "This is the third time". And also, they could come--you know Annie McMullen 
[Sister Ann McMullen] who does the--!| do not want to be the Supervisor of Carondelet Center and all the 
problems that that would hold. So | thought, "Carol, you'd better answer this one, or else they're going to 
come back with that one." And since I'd said no twice already | decided | had to say yes--which is kind of a 
long and complicated story to say--sometimes you just have to move on and the call is there and it comes 
and then it comes again in a different way and then it comes again in a third way. And so, | left the Mount 
and | am working in the Finance Office at our Provincial House in Property Management--something | 
thought I'd never do. Another thing I'm learning, how to take care of houses, how to get the roofer out 
there, when to get the--you know, the | don't know--concrete man because we're going to lift up that 
driveway and put in a new driveway--okay. | can--learning these skills, the car accidents--| can lead you 
through any car accident, put you--be in conversation with Safeco and Alliance and Geico--Geico's a good 
auto insurance company to be in alliance with. Anyway, all these companies for supervising the property--the 
cars that we have. So in choosing something new, you learn new stuff and you gain--you find that you can 
do these things. Now | got another knock on the door, and | knew that we had some women who were 
ready for the novitiate--women who had been hanging around with us for two and three years and had gone 
through this candidacy phase and now were going into the novitiate. And our religious community is moving 
in the direction of not being four separate provinces but being one--unifying love--and that they were looking 
for a director for that novitiate. I'm not a novice director. Okay--so they ask Sisters, "Give names for people 
who you think could be Novice Director." And some people must have put my name down. And so then they 
came and they said, "Well, you know, would you fill out all this work and do a resume"--that's where that 
resume came from--"and do this personal statement--". | said, "I'm not the Novice Director type--|'m just 
learning this job of Property Management." And they said, "No, you Know, just hang in there, because it's 
nice to have a number of people on the list and to--" Okay. So | do what they ask me to do--I do the 
resume, | do the personal statement. And come to find out there's only three names left on the list! So okay, 
| am sure, because this one, "Oh, she's got all kinds of experiences with candidates and vocation work and 
that kind of thing, and this one here she's also a Candidate Director and everything--oh, it's going to be 
those two." So | hang in there like the good old soul that | am, and go through this interview--which | 
answer all these questions--and I'm chosen to be the Novice Director. And |--I'd gone through a lot of soul 
searching and some crying that went with all that, because--I had this song that | was hanging onto--"This 
Alone"--or "Your Love Is Enough". And, "It isn't enough, Lord, your love--because | feel like you should be-- 
", But | felt like everything | read from the Gospels--it was telling me to say, "Yes", to be with me in this 
endeavor. So I'm going to be a Novice Director--a co-Novice Director. The other lady, the more experienced 
one--she's going to be there too--praise God she's going to be there, because--yeah. Together | think | can 
help create community, | can, you know, be one with these women and show them how we can do all this 
together and how we can keep working things out if issues come up. And work it out in love, because even 
though you're on my nerves sometimes because you don't make your bed or whatever it is--you know, we 
can work this out, we can do this together. And if you want to follow the Lord in this style of life, yeah, | 
want to be there walking with you and helping you. So that's where I'm going for my new work. And this 
appointment is for three years, and can be reappointed forever and ever. Seventy-four years old, so three 
years I'll be seventy-seven, and you're right, | do have a little bit of life left in me. | would love for the 
novitiate to be down in our area--what | call our area--the Mount area, our work, St. Joseph Center, 
Alexandria House--the different works we have--but it just isn't working out that way. So it's going to be way 
out in Northridge. We have a house in Northridge that's empty right now, so we're going to move the 
novitiate in there. "Northridge? Who wants to go to Northridge?" And | think, "Carol, look around, you can 
find Northridge is a good place." And I'm kind of excited now about finding the works of Northridge. And 
there's got to be poor--| mean, Pacoima isn't too far away, and it's got--you've got to have there--areas of 
their work that's already being done that | can assist with and sometime these ladies that are joining us in 


the novitiate can assist with too, so--yeah. That's where life is leading. 
[01:29:10.23] KELBY THWAITS: Great. Great. 

[01:29:15.00] SHANNON GREEN: Let's talk a little bit about France. 
[01:29:16.23] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Oh France. 


[01:29:17.17] SHANNON GREEN: And now--let me just say though, was there something that you had 
prepared that-- 


[01:29:19.22] SISTER CAROL BRONG: No, but | want to go get my notes about France, because-- 
[01:29:22.22] [Director's comments]. 


[01:30:41.24] SISTER CAROL BRONG: | travelled with Mount Saint Mary's to France with a group of about 
twenty of us in May 2016 on a trip--that was the Mount's first trip--first organizing trip to go to the "holy 
places" of the Sisters of St. Joseph in France. And so we went to Le Puy, and Lyon, and--one other place, do 
you remember? 


[01:31:14.09] SHANNON GREEN: Annecy. 


[01:31:14.24] SISTER CAROL BRONG: --Annecy. And just got back into all the things that | have learned and 
studied. Now years ago, probably in that sabbatical year, | had the opportunity to go to France then. So this 
was the second trip | had. But that was before the Center was ever put together. And before that--the 
different displays in history areas that are established now--we never got to the kitchen then too. So this 
was the first time to some new areas. So | enjoyed going there and kind of reliving a little bit--but seeing so 
much more and being able to--maybe because | had made the trip the first time | was able to really settle 
into really reading and studying or--being with and kind of just putting it into me--these are our holy places-- 
these are our beginning places--these are like our home, even though it's not home it's memories. Oh, like | 
said, these were some new places that were uncovered for me, like the kitchen. To be there and think what 
inspirational things happened in that kitchen. Yeah, | could put together--. And the last time | went they 
were all religious--all Sisters of St. Joseph. This time was with people from--lay people--from Mount Saint 
Mary's--lay men and women, and husbands and partners and all. And it was like, they're "oohing" and 
"ahhing" too. So | was able to enter into another kind of experience that says this is bigger than just the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. This is something that other people are listening to, want to hear about, feel 
somewhat, you know, one-on-one with--somewhat connected to, and responding to. And | liked that kind of 
awe, that the group had, and felt like it was bigger than me and us. Yeah--and | liked watching others' 
amazement and enthusiasm for things-- 


[01:33:30.28] [Director's comments]. 


[01:33:36.00] SISTER CAROL BRONG: --and marveling over things that | thought only we marveled over, 
but it's open for all people. So--yeah--| remember being in Paris too, and yeah--the bus trip-- 


[01:33:55.23] SHANNON GREEN: If | remember you were very moved at the grave site of Mother St. J ohn. 
[01:34:00.22] SISTER CAROL BRONG: Um-hm. That was beautiful. And | do remember that from the last 
time | went there too. But--isn't it something about a graveyard that you can feel like the saints are here, 
and this is our saint, Mother St. John, who started up this community after a big war--who sent Sisters to the 
new country and who inspired me from a young life. And it still inspires me today and still challenges me 
today with all that there is out there. So--yeah. 

[01:34:38.07] [Director's comments. ] 


[01:34:54.14] End of interview. 
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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments] 
[00:00:54.21] Date, location participants. 
[00:01:10.23] Full name and age: Sister Carol Brong, 74 years old. 


[00:01:22.27] Early life and family. Born El Monte, California, second of seven children. Moved to San 
Fernando Valley age 7. Family moved to Lompoc, California after Sister Carol entering religious life. 


[00:02:44.22] Parents. Father in military, then in aerospace. Mother homemaker. 


[00:03:49.12] Memory of second grade. Missing first communion due to move. Sisters of St. Louis. Attending 
May Street public school due to Catholic school overcrowding. Attending religious education. 


[00:04:58.13] Early religious life. Catholic family. Attending Our Lady of Grace Elementary school in San 
Fernando Valley with Immaculate Heart Sisters. Brothers attended La Purisima elementary school in Lompoc. 


[00:06:09.08] Oldest sister J oanne entering religious life after attending [Bishop] Alemany high school in San 
Fernando, California. Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. Deciding to enter CSJs. Parents reaction to 
vocation. Sister leaving religious life. Doubting vocation. Mother's reaction. Parent's deaths. Family holidays. 
Other siblings. 


[00:11:12.02] Attraction to CSJs. Entering high school 1958. CS] faculty. League of the Sacred Heart. 
Working together with Sisters. 1961 Teaching Sisters to drive. 


[00:14:17.06] Sister faculty in high school. Sister Roseanne [??], Principal. "Bus people". Pressure to enter 
religious life. Sister Celine [Sister Mary Celine Coe (1905-1997) ??], English faculty. Sister Raymond J oseph 

[aka Sister Marion Donahue], Chemistry faculty. Sister Augustin [??], owner of dog. Sister Clare [??]. Sister 
Juanita [??--Ernestine at Carondelet Center], Spanish faculty. 


[00:16:32.06] Postulant and novitiate life. Entered 1961. Bel Air Fire 1961. Rule of silence. Legend of reading 
book "I Am On Fire" as fire started. Evacuating campus to Martin de Tours then Daniel Freeman Hospital. 
Moved to Doheny Campus. Sleeping in alphabetical order. Six months at Doheny campus. Sister Albert 
Joseph [Charlene Bloom], postulant director. Sister Margaret [Marie] O'Rourke, Biology faculty. Returning to 
provincial house in April. 


[00:22:04.29] Studying at the Mount. Separation from lay students. Issues with changing classes without 
permission. Asking for permission or penance later. 


[00:24:09.20] Prayer and community life. Prayers from book. "Prayer and lecture" while sewing. Reaction to 
structured life. Ignatian prayer style--imagination. 


[00:26:01.12] Receiving the habit. Wearing white dress. Ceremony to enter novitiate. Being dressed by 
Sister Roseann [??]. Sewing. Enjoying habit. Receiving religious name--Sister William Marie. Birth sister 
Joanne received religious name "Sister Carol Marie" before leaving CS]s. 


[00:28:08.27] Finishing degree after final vows. First group to graduate with lay students. Finishing teaching 


credential. 


[00:28:43.02] Early missions. Teaching fourth grade in Pleasant Hill 1966. Vatican Il. Changed name back to 
Sister Carol Brong. Sister J oyce Marie Gaspardo, Principal. Experimental habit. Changing habit. 1969 teaching 
in Long Beach at St. Bartholomew's in Belmont Shores. Making final vows. "Pillbox" veil. 


[00:31:50.16] Vatican ||. Reading documents. Changes to music. Playing piano and accordion, learning 
guitar. Music enriching liturgy. Working as Principal at Transfiguration School. Students receiving 
“Communion in the hand". Sisters leading local Church. 


[00:35:37.25] Charism in Vatican II. "Humility and Charity". Mother St. John Fontbonne [J eanne Fontbonne 
(1759-1843), second foundress of CS]s]. Father J ean-Pierre Médaille (1610-1669), J esuit priest, sponsor of 
CSJs. CS} "Maxims" for ordinary people. "Finish things till near their completion then turn it over to someone 
else." "All of which woman is capable"--women's gifts in the Church. "Unifying love". 


[00:39:29.04] Leaving teaching for leadership career. Teaching for 10 years--4th, 6th, 7th, 8th grades. 
Serving as Principal. Role of principal in helping teachers. Story of putting out fire in kitchen at school. 


[00:41:57.23] Changing leadership models--Regional Superiors. Working as Regional Superior for South Bay 
and Orange County areas of Los Angeles for three years. Story of meeting second grade teacher. 


[00:44:41.03] Story about being Principal in elementary schools. Obtaining masters degree--administrative 
degree classes at the Mount. 


[00:46:06.11] Sister Kathleen M. Kelly, Dean, MSMU Doheny campus. Learning Center. Sister Margaret Clare 
[Borchard (1911-2001)]. Sister Patricia Margaret [Barnard (-2012)]. Working as Director of Learning Center, 
MSMU Doheny campus, 13 years. Sister Margaret Cafferty, PVBM [Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary]. Obtaining masters degree in Spirituality. Working in Registrar's Office for 5 years. Sabbatical 
year. Working as Assistant to Dean of Associate Program for 7 years. 


[00:50:30.13] Spirituality degree. Thesis on Psalms. Rewriting psalms for modern life. 


[00:53:00.12] Students at Doheny campus. "Daughters of L.A." Teaching writing. First computers in Learning 
Center. Teaching remedial mathematics. 


[00:55:55.29] Memories of students when teaching. Students returning to visit. 
[00:57:25.28] Reflections about Doheny campus life. 


[00:59:05.05] Sabbatical. Riding a camel on visit to Holy Land and Egypt. Sister Thomas Bernard 
[MacConnell (1926?-)]. Memories of Egypt--"praying with the world". Visiting Mount Sinai. Thirty day retreat 
in Gloucester, Massachusetts. Ignatian imagination in prayer. Train trip to Canada with Sister Margaret Ellen 
"Maggie" McGraw. Visiting Butchart Gardens, Victoria, Vancouver Island, Canada. Visiting J asper, British 
Columbia, Canada. 


[01:03:29.28] Medaille House--House of Discernment. Sister Darlene Kawulok. Purpose--for young women 
exploring their spirituality and living in community. Dwindling CS} community. Moving to 24th Street House. 
Difficulties of living as a woman today. 

[01:08:32.05] Issues and needs of young women today. Obtaining recognition for gifts. 


[01:10:22.05] Independence and strength of character. Claiming one's space in the world. Sharing gifts. 
Example of student giving workshop on Day of the Dead. 


[01:12:20.28] Future of the charism. Unifying love. Interacting with neighbors. Feeling included. LGBTQ and 
transgender people. Dwindling numbers of religious. 


[01:15:37.24] Social justice issues today. Volunteering at Women's County J ail to lead Catholic services since 
1986. Mount presentation re: J ustice System. Penitential rite. Reasons for women returning to prison. 


[01:20:24.20] Satisfaction in previous missions. Future directions. Working as assistant to Pam Gist, MSMU 
psychology faculty; Jeanette Stone, intercampus transfer coordinator and Dean of AA Program. Story about 
being asked to work in various positions at MSMU--heeding the call. Sister Ann McMullen. Working in Finance 
Office at Provincial House--handling property management and car insurance--learning new things. Being 
selected as new Novice Director in Northridge, California. "Work it out in love". 

[01:29:12.26] [Director's comments]. 


[01:30:41.27] Pilgrimage to France in May 2016. Visiting Le Puy, Lyon, Annecy to experience CS} history. 
Visiting kitchen where Sisters were formed. Traveling with Sisters and lay people. 


[01:33:31.12] [Director's comments]. 
[01:33:38.03] Pilgrimage continued. Visiting gravesite of Mother St. John Fontbonne. "The Saints are here." 
[01:34:54.06] End of interview. 


